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Abstract 

Background The global temperature has significantly risen in the past century. Studies have indicated that higher 
temperature intensifies malaria transmission in tropical and temperate countries. Temperature fluctuations will have 
a potential impact on parasite development in the vector Anopheles mosquito.

Methods Year-long microclimate temperatures were recorded from a malaria-endemic area, Chennai, India, 
from September 2021 to August 2022. HOBO data loggers were placed in different vector resting sites includ-
ing indoor and outdoor roof types. Downloaded temperatures were categorised by season, and the mean tempera-
ture was compared with data from the same study area recorded from November 2012 to October 2013. The extrinsic 
incubation period for Plasmodium falciparum and P. vivax was calculated from longitudinal temperatures recorded 
during both periods. Vector surveillance was also carried out in the area during the summer season.

Results In general, temperature and daily temperature range (DTR) have increased significantly compared 
to the 2012–2013 data, especially the DTR of indoor asbestos structures, from 4.30 ℃ to 12.62 ℃ in 2021–2022, 
unlike the marginal increase observed in thatched and concrete structures. Likewise, the average DTR of outdoor 
asbestos structures increased from 5.02 ℃ (2012–2013) to 8.76 ℃ (2021–2022) although the increase was marginal 
in thatched structures and, surprisingly, showed no such changes in concrete structures. The key finding of the extrin-
sic incubation period (EIP) is that a decreasing trend was observed in 2021–2022 compared to 2012–2013, mainly 
in indoor asbestos structures from 7.01 to 6.35 days, which negatively correlated with the current observation 
of an increase in temperature. Vector surveillance undertaken in the summer season revealed the presence of Anoph-
eles breeding in various habitats. Anopheles stephensi could be collected using CDC light traps along with other 
mosquito species.
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Conclusion The microclimate temperature has increased significantly over the years, and mosquitoes are gradually 
adapting to this rising temperature. Temperature negatively correlates with the extrinsic incubation period of the par-
asite. As the temperature increases, the development of the parasite in An. stephensi will be faster because of a 
decrease in EIP, thus requiring relatively fewer days, posing a risk for disease transmission and a hindrance to malaria 
elimination efforts.

Keywords Extrinsic incubation period, Degree-day model, Daily temperature range, Anopheles stephensi

Background
Despite the global efforts towards malaria elimination, 
around 63,000 deaths were reported globally between 
2019 and 2021, mainly due to disruption to essential, 
malaria-related services during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, increasing the need to accelerate efforts to elim-
inate the disease [1]. A new challenge arising in this 
scenario is the spread of Anopheles stephensi, native to 
South Asia and parts of the Arabian Peninsula, to Dji-
bouti (2012), Ethiopia and Sudan (2016), Somalia (2019), 
Nigeria (2020), Yemen (2021) and Ghana, and Kenya 
(2022) [1]. This invasion of An. stephensi in sub-Saharan 
Africa, where the burden of malaria is the highest and > 
40% of the population lives in urban environments, is a 
matter of grave concern. Anopheles stephensi is notori-
ous as an urban malaria vector, and global urbanization 
adds to the threat of the spread of the disease [1]. Moreo-
ver, shifts in climate conditions within these regions may 
alter habitats that are typically unfavourable for malaria-
transmitting mosquitoes or temporarily lengthen the 
period during which people are vulnerable to malaria 
[2]. WHO has launched an initiative to halt the contin-
ued expansion of An. stephensi in Africa. To bolster an 
efficient regional reaction, WHO has put forth a compre-
hensive five-part strategy. This includes fostering greater 
collaboration, enhancing surveillance efforts, improving 
the exchange of information, creating guidance, and pri-
oritising research [3].

The transmission of malaria is highly influenced by the 
dynamic environmental temperature and parasites and 
mosquitoes that are exposed to the variations in daily 
temperature. Earlier studies confirmed that the mean 
temperature is highly influenced by these variations [4]. 
Empirical evidence is available showing that along with 
mean temperatures, daily fluctuations in temperature 
also affect parasite infection, the rate of parasite devel-
opment, and the essential elements of mosquito biology. 
These factors play a huge role in disease transmission 
intensity [5], dispersion, and distribution of the vectors 
and patterns of disease transmission that are known to 
be highly influenced by the changing climatic conditions 
[6, 7]. The temperature variations affect the length of the 
gonotrophic cycle, fecundity, biting rate, longevity, and 
development of immature mosquitoes [8]. Sporogonic 

development of the parasite in the vector is also affected 
by variables such as temperature, relative humidity, and 
rainfall [9]. Even negligible alterations in mean or diurnal 
temperature can result in significant variations in the life 
cycle of both vector and parasite, which eventually deter-
mine transmission intensity [10].

It has been hypothesised that a rise in temperature 
above the average range would not only aid in the selec-
tion of temperature-tolerant mosquitoes in a population 
but also affect both intrinsic and extrinsic factors that 
have direct implications for disease transmission, survival 
rates, and vectorial capacity [11]. Considering the global 
rise in temperature and the rapid spread of An. stephensi 
to African countries, the impact of temperature on the 
vectors is a matter of concern and needs in-depth inves-
tigations to understand its disease transmission poten-
tial. The extrinsic incubation period (EIP) of the parasite 
(time required for development within a mosquito and 
becoming infectious) is one such factor that determines 
the transmission potential of the disease [12]. As tem-
perature plays a role in the EIP, the alarming increase in 
temperature due to global warming will have a significant 
impact on the EIP of malaria parasites.

The current study was conducted in the city of Chen-
nai in Tamil Nadu, Southeast India, where the major 
vector of malaria is An. stephensi. It has been reported 
that this species rests in both indoor and outdoor envi-
ronments [10]. The study aims to analyse the impact of 
changes in temperature, both indoor and outdoor resting 
sites of the vector, and the effect of temperature on the 
EIP of parasites by recording year-long temperature data 
using HOBO data loggers (U10-003). The study also ana-
lysed the variations in temperature and EIP over a gap of 
10 years, comparing them with our previously published 
study data from 2012–2013 [13].

Methods
Study site and sampling method
Since the study was focused on the variations in tem-
perature over 10 years, the same study area of 2012–2013 
was selected to avoid bias due to site/area-based fluc-
tuations [13]. The region covered by Besant Nagar clinic 
(13.0002°N, 80.2668°E) was selected previously based 
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on the malaria prevalence during the 2006–2012 period 
obtained from the Regional Office for Health and Family 
Welfare (ROH & FW) at Besant Nagar, Chennai. Suitable 
human dwellings were selected after obtaining the neces-
sary consent for year-long environmental monitoring of 
the micro-climatic temperature of various roof types in 
indoor and outdoor environments.

Recording the microclimatic temperature and relative 
humidity (RH)
Year-long microclimate data of ambient, atmospheric 
temperature from the preferred resting sites of adult 
An. stephensi were recorded from Besant Nagar, Chen-
nai, using temperature and relative humidity data log-
gers (Onset HOBO U10-003) from September 2021 
to August 2022. The data loggers were launched using 
HOBOWARE Lite (version 1.2.3) software [13] and were 
placed in three different resting sites, which include vari-
ous indoor and outdoor roof types: thatched, asbestos, 
and concrete structures. A total of 18 HOBO data loggers 
were placed with three replicates for each structure type 
(indoor as well as outdoor). Both indoors and outdoors, 
HOBO data loggers were attached to the wall or horizon-
tal flat surface 1–2 feet down from the roof after obtain-
ing consent from household members. Data loggers were 
carefully placed away from places such as the kitchen, 
ventilators, bathrooms, etc., to avoid errors/discrepan-
cies in temperature data reading. The launching date and 
time of the HOBO data logger, data collection site with 
address, geo-coordinates, habitat type (household roof 
characteristics), and other relevant information were 
recorded. Field visits were undertaken fortnightly, and 
temperature and relative humidity readings were down-
loaded onto a laptop using the software. During these vis-
its, the data loggers with low battery levels were replaced 
to ensure continuous data recording. After the readings 
were downloaded, they were fixed in the same place to 
continue recording to obtain year-long data. The geo-
coordinates of the resting habitats along with altitude 
data were recorded using Garmin GPS (version 2.40).

Vector surveillance
Immature
The immature surveillance was undertaken in malaria-
endemic areas focusing on the anopheline breeding habi-
tats (both intra- and peri-domestic) and natural aquatic 
habitats where Anopheles mosquitoes preferably breed in 
houses/apartments and their premises during the sum-
mer season. Since we were focusing on the impact of 
high temperatures on vectors, mainly An. stephensi, the 
surveillance was conducted during this season. Immature 
sampling was undertaken following standard/appropriate 
sampling techniques such as dipping, bucketing, and well 

net sampling methods [14]. The larval sampling was done 
twice a month. The collected samples were transferred 
to properly labelled plastic containers and then carefully 
transported to the laboratory to avoid mortality. The col-
lected immatures were reared in the laboratory in stand-
ard conditions (27 °C and 80% RH). The mosquito species 
that emerged from the collected samples were identified 
morphologically using standard mosquito identification 
keys [15].

Adult
Adult surveillance was conducted using mechanical/oral 
aspirators and flashlights to estimate the density in the 
study sites by undertaking resting collections, pyrethrum 
spray sheet (PSC) and light trap collections from March 
to May 2022 (summer season). Indoor resting collections 
were undertaken during dawn in the appropriate houses 
and cattle sheds in the area. Pyrethrum spray sheet 
catches were done to estimate the number of mosquitoes 
resting indoors where people had slept the previous night 
during the morning hours before the households started 
cooking. Thatched/tiled or asbestos houses with separate 
bedrooms were selected, depending on the availability of 
such houses in the area for PSCs to collect the maximum 
number of indoor resting mosquitoes. Light traps were 
placed indoors near the host by hanging them ~ 1.8  m 
from the ground to collect anophelines [16].

A total of 10 resting (eight human dwellings, one cattle 
shed, and one outdoor), three pyrethrum spray sheet, and 
three light trap collections (from two households and one 
cattle shed) were carried out in both areas. The collected 
adult mosquitoes were kept in test tubes/plastic contain-
ers depending on the density and labelled with the date of 
collection. All the mosquito samples were brought to the 
laboratory in temperature-controlled conditions and the 
live mosquitoes were kept in thermocol/styrofoam boxes 
to prevent mortality during transportation. The mosquito 
species collected were identified following standard iden-
tification keys [15].

Data analysis
The downloaded data points were arranged and cat-
egorised into four seasons, namely winter (Decem-
ber–February), summer (March–May), pre-monsoon 
(June- August), and monsoon (September–November), 
as experienced in the study area. The monthly mean tem-
perature and DTR were calculated for all the months. 
Microenvironmental data were statistically analysed in 
IBM SPSS Statistics, version 23. All the data points were 
checked for normality using the Shapiro-Wilk test. Dif-
ferences in temperature and DTR of different structure 
types for all seasons during the 2021–2022 period were 
statistically analysed by one-way ANOVA. Since the 
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ANOVA results were significant, a post hoc test was per-
formed to identify the data set that contributed to the 
significant results. The data obtained during 2021–2022 
were then compared with the data from the same study 
area from 2012 to 2013 of our previously published study 
[13] using paired t-tests. The microenvironmental tem-
perature was then compared with the macroenvironmen-
tal temperature obtained from https:// power. larc. nasa. 
gov  [17]. The monthly average precipitation data were 
obtained from https:// power. larc. nasa. gov [17] to analyse 
the recorded relative humidity.

Extrinsic incubation period for Plasmodium vivax and P. 
falciparum
The season-wise EIP for the development of Plasmodium 
in mosquitoes was calculated using Detinova’s degree-day 
model [18]. In the model, the sum of heat in degree-days 
required for completing a sporogonic cycle is 105 °C and 
111 °C for Plasmodium vivax and P. falciparum, respec-
tively. The sum of heat is the total number of degree-days 
in the given period. A degree-day (the degree-24 h) is the 
number of degrees by which the mean temperature of the 
day concerned exceeds the lower threshold temperature 
for the development of the organism of the given species, 
i.e. the temperature below which development does not 
occur [19, 20]. The EIP based on this method was calcu-
lated using the formula EIP = 111/(T-16) for P. falcipa-
rum, where 111 indicates the degree-days and Tmin = 16, 
and for P. vivax the EIP = 105/(T-14.5), where 105 indi-
cates the degree-days for P. vivax and Tmin = 14.5 [18]. 
Pearson correlation analysis was performed to investigate 
the relationship between average temperature and EIP 
for P. vivax and P. falciparum.

Results
Diversity of seasonal temperature profiles in indoor 
and outdoor environments of different roof types 
during 2021–2022
The indoor and outdoor temperatures of concrete and 
thatched roof structures did not show any significant dif-
ference (p = 0.96) during the pre-monsoon season. Simi-
larly, the outdoor temperature for concrete and asbestos 
roof types did not vary (p = 1.00) during the monsoon 
season. All other roof types showed significant differ-
ences in temperature for all other seasons (Fig. 1).

For the indoor temperature of the roof types, the high-
est temperature was observed in asbestos (34.92 ± 1.78) in 
summer and the lowest in thatched (27.90 ± 0.97) during 
winter (Fig.  1). For the outdoor temperature of all roof 
types, asbestos had the highest temperature in all seasons 
except winter. However, during winter, outdoor tempera-
tures for concrete roof types were higher (29.30 ± 1.08). 

However, the outdoor temperature for thatched roof 
types remained lower throughout all the seasons.

Seasonal variations in temperature and relative humidity 
across various roof types between 2012–2013 and 2021–
2022
Comparing the 2021–2022 temperature data of the win-
ter season with those of 2012–2013, there was a signifi-
cant increase in the temperature during 2021–2022, for 
both indoor and outdoor temperatures of all roof types, 
except the indoor temperature of thatched structures 
(Fig.  1) (Table  1). For thatched roofs, indoors showed a 
significant decrease in temperature (p = 0.00) during 
2021–2022 (27.50  °C ± 0.97) compared to 2012–2013 
(27.90 °C ± 0.51).

In the summer season, all roof types were warmer in 
2021–2022 except for the indoor temperature of the con-
crete roofs (31.36  °C  ± 0.47). Concrete structures were 
warmer in 2012–2013 (32.06  °C ± 1.01). The outdoor 
temperature of the thatched structures did not show any 
significant difference in temperature compared to the 
temperature profile between 2012–2013 and 2021–2022 
(Fig. 1) (Table 1). Similarly, in the pre-monsoon season, 
all the roof types were warmer during 2021–2022 except 
the indoor temperature of concrete and thatched struc-
tures. There was no significant difference between the 
means in 2012–2013 and 2021–2022 for the indoor con-
crete (p = 0.68) and thatched structures (p = 0.23).

In the monsoon season, the outdoor temperatures 
for the thatched roof type did not show any significant 
change in temperature in 2012–2013 and 2021–2022. 
Nevertheless, the other two roof types were warmer 
in 2021–2022 during the monsoon season. Compar-
ing the indoor temperatures in the monsoon season, all 
the structures were warmer in 2021–2022 except the 
thatched roof type. The indoors of the thatched roof 
structures were warmer in 2012–2013.

In general, there was a significant decrease in relative 
humidity during 2021–2022 compared to 2012–2013 
for indoors of all roof types across all seasons except the 
indoors of thatched structure wherein the RH increased 
in the monsoon season. For outdoors, the RH increased 
in thatched roof type across all seasons in 2021–2022. 
Furthermore, the RH recorded in the outdoors of con-
crete structures increased for monsoon and pre-mon-
soon seasons during 2021–2022. Similarly, the outdoors 
of asbestos roofs also showed increased RH during the 
monsoon season in 2021–2022. (Fig. 1).

The minimum humidity for the asbestos roof type 
(60.09 ± 15%) was recorded indoors during 2021–2022 
in the pre-monsoon season, unlike in 2012–2013, when 
it was observed indoors for the concrete roof type 
(68.82 ± 8.48%) during the same season. Nonetheless, the 

https://power.larc.nasa.gov
https://power.larc.nasa.gov
https://power.larc.nasa.gov
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relative humidity observed outdoors was different. The 
minimum humidity was recorded in the summer sea-
son for the outdoor asbestos (64.70 ± 12.46%) roof type 
during 2021–2022, while in 2012–2013 it was observed 
outdoors for the concrete (68.81 ± 8.48%) roof type in the 
pre-monsoon season (Fig. 1).

Vector surveillance (2021–2022)
Mosquito breeding was observed in plastic overhead 
tanks (pOHT), cemented overhead tanks (cOHT), wells, 
cement tanks, curing pits, barrels, discarded mud pots, 
discarded aluminium vessels, etc. Of 518 breeding habi-
tats surveyed, 79 (15.2%) were positive for anophelines. 
Among the surveyed habitats, the highest water tempera-
ture recorded was 36.2 ◦C , which was observed in stag-
nant water on a terrace. The adults that emerged from 
the immature collections were An. stephensi. In adult 
collections, only one An. stephensi was collected in the 
resting collection along with other species such as Culex 
quinquefasciatus, Stegomyia aegypti, Cx. gelidus, and Cx. 

tritaeniorhynchus. Surprisingly, no anophelines were col-
lected in the pyrethrum spray sheet collections. However, 
in light trap collections, An. stephensi (8), An. pallidus 
(3), and An. subpictus (1) were collected besides, Cx. tri-
taeniorhynchus and St. aegypti.

Difference between macro‑ and microenvironmental 
temperature profiles
The average daily temperatures recorded from data log-
gers within the local transmission sites were significantly 
warmer than the data obtained from  https:// power. larc. 
nasa. gov for both periods, 2012–2013 and 2021–2022, 
indicating the importance of microclimatic variables in 
vector resting habitats.

Comparison of the daily temperature range in 2012–2013 
and 2021–2022
The daily temperature range showed a significant 
increase during 2021–2022 compared to 2012–2013 
data for all the structure types in all seasons except for 
the indoor concrete structure in the winter season. The 

Fig. 1 Season-wise mean temperature and relative humidity recorded from different roof types in 2012–2013 and 2021–2022. a Mean indoor 
temperature. b Mean outdoor temperature. c Mean indoor RH. d Mean outdoor RH

https://power.larc.nasa.gov
https://power.larc.nasa.gov
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average DTR for indoor asbestos structures increased 
drastically from 4.30  °C in 2012–2013 to 12.62  °C in 
2021–2022. However, for the indoor thatched struc-
tures, the increase in DTR was marginal from 4.08  °C 
in 2012–2013 to 5.55  °C in 2021–2022. Similarly, for 
indoor concrete structures, the average DTR increased 
from 1.93  °C in 2012–2013 to 2.95  °C in 2021–2022. 
The DTR was lower in 2021–2022 in the winter sea-
son for concrete structures (Fig. 2). The DTR showed 
a steady pattern for the indoors of all the roof types 
in 2012–2013, but it fluctuated throughout the seasons 
when in the 2021–2022 period. Furthermore, a broader 
spectrum of DTR could be noted within the interior of 
asbestos buildings, and this variation was conspicuous 
in 2021–2022 (Fig. 2).

The DTR of all roof types for outdoors showed an 
increase in general for 2021–2022 except for con-
crete structures. The average DTR for outdoor asbes-
tos structures increased from 5.02  °C in 2012–2013 
to 8.76  °C in 2021–2022. However, in the outdoors 
of thatched structures, the DTR showed a marginal 
increase from 5.37  °C in 2012–2013 to 5.64  °C in 
2021–2022. Nevertheless, for the outdoor concrete 
structures, the average DTR did not show any change 
over the years (4.46 °C).

Variations in the extrinsic incubation period of Plasmodium 
vivax and P. falciparum across various roof types
In general, when we compared the EIP for P. vivax and 
P. falciparum for 2012–2013 and 2021–2022, the EIP 
showed a decreasing trend, which negatively correlated 
with our observation of an increase in temperature from 
2012–2013 to 2021–2022 (Fig.  3) (Table  2). The aver-
age EIP for indoor asbestos structures decreased from 
7.01 days in 2012–2013 to 6.35 days in 2021–2022. How-
ever, for indoor thatched structures, EIP showed a slight 
increase from 7.57  days in 2012–2013 to 7.74  days in 
2021–2022. Likewise, the average EIP decreased from 
7.10 days in 2012–2013 to 6.96 in 2021–2022 inside con-
crete structures

During the pre-monsoon season, both indoor and out-
door EIPs of all the structure types showed a decrease in 
2021–2022, indicating that parasite development now 
occurred much faster than in 2012–2013. In winter, sum-
mer, and monsoon seasons, the indoor EIP for thatched 
structures showed an increase which correlated with the 
decrease in temperature during this period. In monsoon 
season, the outdoor EIP increased for thatched struc-
tures, indicating that in thatched structures the para-
site development rate was generally slower owing to the 
decrease in temperature. During summer, the indoor EIP 

Table 1 Mean temperature and daily temperature range in various structure types in all four seasons

DTR daily temperature range

Structure Indoor/outdoor Temperature (°C) Winter Summer Pre-monsoon Monsoon

2021 Sep–2022 Aug Asbestos Indoor Mean
DTR

31.11 ± 1.62
13.37

34.92 ± 1.79
16.37

33.65 ± 1.75
11.47

31.33 ± 2.93
9.26

Outdoor Mean
DTR

28.44 ± 1.17
7.82

32.91 ± 1.90
10.46

32.53 ± 1.45
9.69

29.79 ± 2.45
7.06

Thatched Indoor Mean
DTR

27.50 + 0.96
5.36

30.79 ± 1.10
5.35

30.97 ± 0.97
6.57

28.92 ± 1.78
4.92

Outdoor Mean
DTR

27.81 ± 0.82
5.03

30.97 ± 1.24
5.62

30.95 ± 0.96
6.87

28.78±1.71
5.04

Concrete Indoor Mean
DTR

30.20 ± 0.65
0.97

31.37 ± 0.46
3.56

31.35 ± 0.79
4.35

30.61 ± 0.94
2.90

Outdoor Mean
DTR

29.30 ± 1.08
5.02

31.56 ± 1.16
3.62

31.24 ± 0.97
5.18

29.79 ± 2.10
4.03

2012 Nov–2013 Oct Asbestos Indoor Mean
DTR

29.44 ± 0.56
4.15

31.99 ± 0.98
4.21

31.33 ± 1.72
4.83

30.47 ± 1.36
3.99

Outdoor Mean
DTR

28.27 ± 0.84
4.86

31.02 ± 1.05
4.97

30.64 ± 1.70
5.28

29.47 ± 1.53
4.95

Thatched Indoor Mean
DTR

27.90 ± 0.51
3.95

31.28 ± 1.23
4.31

30.74 ± 1.63
4.03

29.48 ± 1.39
4.02

Outdoor Mean
DTR

26.92 ± 0.47
5.13

30.66 ± 1.51
6.56

30.35±1.80
5.44

28.93±1.48
4.34

Concrete Indoor Mean
DTR

29.01 ± 0.43
1.84

32.61 ± 1.01
2.04

31.42 ± 1.46
1.92

30.21 ± 1.13
1.90

Outdoor Mean
DTR

27.14 + 0.48
4.62

30.03 ± 1.36
5.50

30.21 ± 1.56
4.29

28.72 ± 1.25
3.43
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for concrete structures showed an increase in 2021–2022, 
which was again negatively correlated with the decreased 
indoor temperature of concrete roof types. An increase 

in the DTR in 2021–2022 was observed compared to the 
2012–2013 data, and this observation correlated with the 
increased range for EIP. However, in concrete structures, 

Fig. 2 Daily temperature range (DTR) observed in various roof types in 2012–2013 and 2021–2022. a Indoor, b outdoor
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except for winter, the DTR decreased, and so the EIP 
range for this structure was narrow.

Discussion
The current study focuses on data recording and 
analysis of microclimatic variables and temperature 
for 2021–2022 across three different structural roof 
types, namely, asbestos, thatched, and concrete, where 
the mosquitoes preferred to rest indoors. The data 
obtained were then compared to the microclimate data 
recorded in 2012–2013 from our previously published 

study [13] to determine the variation between micro-
environment temperature variables over these years. 
Multiple studies have already shown that microclimatic 
variables are significant factors in disease transmission 
as opposed to overall weather station data recorded 
far from the study site [10, 13]. This study showed that 
the local transmission site is warmer by at least 3–4 
°C compared to the weather station data recorded and 
analysed. A similar observation was noted in our previ-
ously published study [13].

Fig. 3 Correlation between mean temperature and extrinsic incubation of Plasmodium in a indoor structure type 2012–2013, b outdoor structure 
type 2012–2013, c indoor structure type 2021–2012, d outdoor structure type 2021–2022
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Generally, it has been observed that, over the years, 
there has been a significant increase in both indoor and 
outdoor temperatures across all roof types indicating the 
impact of global warming. Studies have already reported 
that, in tropical countries, an increase in temperature 
carries an increased risk of malaria burden due to global 
warming [10]. Since Chennai features a tropical dry and 
wet climate, the current study with a warmer environ-
ment is a matter of concern when it comes to disease 
transmission potential. With the increased temperature, 
a question may arise whether the vector will survive in 
higher temperatures or not. In vector surveillance under-
taken in the same area, there were a few habitats with 
immature anophelines during summer indicating that 
vectors do survive in higher temperatures. However, in 
adult collections, An. stephensi was rarely collected, but 
other mosquito species such as Cx. quinquefasciatus, 
Cx. gelidus, and St. aegypti were collected. A few studies 
reported that, over the years, the density of adult An. ste-
phensi has declined drastically with fewer breeding habi-
tats and relatively low breeding in habitats/sources due to 
habitat manipulation and vector interventions unlike in 
earlier years. Furthermore, ethological studies on mos-
quitoes have shown that in such cases mosquitoes prefer 
cooler areas and avoid hotter temperatures [21, 22].

Previous studies indicated that mosquito abundance 
and relative humidity have a weak negative correla-
tion, that is, when RH decreases there are chances that 
the abundance of mosquitoes may increase (21). In the 
monsoon season, the average precipitation (mm/day) 
was observed to be higher during 2021–2022 (11.82 mm/
day) than in 2012–2013 (3.51 mm/day), which was posi-
tively correlated with recorded relative humidity, that is, 
all roof types showed higher RH in 2021–2022 during 
the season. Thatched outdoor roof type showed a signifi-
cant increase in RH during 2021–2022 throughout the 
seasons. In 2021–2022, our study sites experienced pre-
cipitation almost every month. Therefore, thatched roofs 
were always moist, hence the increased humidity.

DTR was relatively narrow and more stable previously, 
but currently, it is showing a wider range and is fluctuat-
ing more (Fig.  2). An increase in temperature and DTR 
has a significant impact on parasite prevalence, para-
site intensity, and mortality of mosquitoes, and this has 
decreased overall vectorial capacity for both mosquito 
species, An. stephensi and An. gambiae [23].

Regarding EIP of parasites calculated based on Deti-
nova’s degree-day model, the main observation was 
that when there is an increase in temperature, the EIP 
decreases steadily for both P. falciparum and P. vivax. 
In the current study, the area is experiencing a warmer 
climate pattern; hence, the EIP is decreasing, indicating 

a strong negative correlation in the study (Fig.  3). A 
mechanistic mathematical model aligns with our obser-
vations. According to the model, it is predicted that an 
increase in temperature from 21˚C to 34  °C decreased 
the  EIP50 from 16.1 to 8.8  days [22]. According to the 
thermodynamic model, parasite development rate 
(PDR) is directly proportional to temperature and EIP 
is reciprocal to PDR [13]. Hence, when temperature 
increases, PDR increases, while EIP tends to decrease, 
which is similar to the case observed from our findings 
with Detinova’s degree-day model [18].

The study reiterates the importance of the ambi-
ent environmental temperature to which the vector is 
exposed in the resting site and the factors that influence 
parasite development. Previous studies have also shown 
that temperature affects the  sporogonic development 
of P. falciparum in anophelines and the ookinete matu-
ration rate. At lower temperatures (21–27 °C), infection 
rates of both ookinetes and oocysts were unaffected, 
but at higher temperatures (30 and 32 °C), there was a 
significant impact on parasite densities and infection 
rates because this changes the developmental processes 
between fertilization and ookinete production  [24]. 
Another notable observation was a wide range of DTR 
with fluctuation in 2021–2022, unlike the 2012–2013 
data (Table  1). For the current dataset, EIP shows a 
similar pattern with a wide range of days (Table  2). 
There is ample evidence from previous studies that 
even a small change in EIP for minimal days can have a 
drastic impact on the transmission risk. Therefore, with 
increased temperature and the resultant decrease in 
EIP, it is obvious that transmission of the disease might 
quickly get faster.

Conclusion
Global warming has increased the atmospheric tem-
perature; as a result, the same has been observed in the 
DTR. The EIP of parasites has a strong negative correla-
tion with the temperature. Currently, the EIP of P. fal-
ciparum and P. vivax is decreasing. Consequently, the 
development of the parasite will be faster and require 
relatively fewer days. Current models predicting the 
relationship between temperature and PDR of a para-
site have an upper thermal limit for temperature. How-
ever, with increasing temperature, this upper limit has 
to be reconsidered. In general, the impact of global 
warming and increasing temperatures will thereby pose 
a risk for disease transmission and also may foil the 
efforts made to eliminate malaria.



Page 11 of 12Kripa et al. Parasites & Vectors          (2024) 17:134  

Limitations of the study
Analysing the data showed that the DTR increased in 
2021–2022 compared to 2012–2013, as did the EIP. EIP 
had a wide range in 2021–2022, unlike in 2012–2013. 
However, the implications of these observations are dif-
ficult to derive given the lack of a real-time experiment 
exposing infected mosquitoes to varying daily tempera-
tures, which was not conducted in the present study.

The prevailing models explaining the role of tempera-
ture in parasite development, such as Paaijman’s model, 
could not be followed in this study as our higher tem-
perature exceeds the critical higher temperature of the 
model. Hence, we used the degree-day model of Deti-
nova for this study.

The data comparison showed that in 2021–2022 the 
EIP of the parasite decreased significantly, indicating 
an increased transmission potential given that para-
sites will take less time to develop compared to the 
2012–2013 period due to an increase in temperature as 
temperature and EIP are negatively correlated. Due to 
the unforeseen COVID-19 pandemic-related circum-
stances, few malaria cases were reported during the 
study period in the same area, mainly because of the 
disruption of technical services.

Abbreviations
DTR  Daily temperature range
EIP  Extrinsic incubation period
GPS  Global positioning system
PSC  Pyrethrum spray sheet collection
PDR  Parasite development rate
ROH & FW  Regional Office for Health and Family Welfare

Acknowledgements
We thank AcSIR, NIMR, and ICMR for providing the necessary facilities and 
support. We gratefully acknowledge E. Elumalai and other staff of the NIMR 
field unit, Chennai, and the communities of Besant Nagar for permitting us to 
place the temperature/RH data loggers year long. We gratefully acknowledge 
the Regional Office for Health and Family Welfare (ROH & FW), Besant Nagar, 
Chennai, for providing us with the malaria prevalence data and https:// power. 
larc. nasa. gov/ data- access- viewer/ for macroenvironmental temperature. We 
also thank A. Elangovan, Scientist G, ICMR-National Institute of Epidemiology, 
Chennai, for his valuable suggestions during the study period. The financial 
assistance of UGC (Junior Research Fellowship), New Delhi, to Kripa P.K. and 
Thanzeen P.S. for this study is thankfully noted.

Authors’ contributions
KPK: Carried out the placement and downloading of temperature data log-
gers (HOBO) in the field and performed the data analysis, contributed to the 
conceptualization of the manuscript. TPS: Drafted the original manuscript 
with KPK, contributed to conceptualization of the manuscript. NJ: Contributed 
to data analysis. SR: Conceptualization of the manuscript and review. AA: 
Contributed to the conceptualization of the manuscript and also reviewed 
the manuscript. AE: Design and conceptualization of the experiment, oversaw 
its implementation, edited and reviewed the final manuscript. All authors 
have read and approved the final version of the manuscript.

Funding
The work was supported by the intramural grant received from the Indian 
Council of Medical Research. The content of this manuscript is solely the 
responsibility of the authors.

Availability of data and materials
The dataset generated during and/or analysed during the current study is 
available from the corresponding author upon reasonable request.

Declarations

Ethics approval and consent to participate
Informed consent was obtained from the households to place HOBO’s and 
download the microclimate data (Temperature and Relative Humidity). Fur-
thurmore, informed consent was also obtained for immature collection and 
adult surveillance (resting collections, pyrethrum spray sheet collections and 
light trap collections) from the respective households.

Consenting for publication
Not applicable.

Competing interests
The authors have no competing interests to disclose.

Author details
1 Field Unit, ICMR-National Institute of Malaria Research, Chennai, India. 
2 Academy of Scientific and Innovative Research (AcSIR), Ghaziabad, India. 
3 ICMR-National Institute of Immunohaematology, Chandrapur Unit, Chan-
drapur, Maharashtra, India. 4 ICMR-National Institute of Malaria Research, Sector 
8, Dwarka, New Delhi, India. 

Received: 20 October 2023   Accepted: 25 January 2024

References
 1. Organization. World Malaria Report. Geneva: World Health Organization; 

2022.
 2. Ortiz-Prado E, Camacho-Vasconez A, Izquierdo-Condoy JS, Bambaren C, 

Hernández-Galindo L, Sanchez JC. El Niño-Southern Oscillation: a call to 
action for public health emergency preparedness and response. Lancet 
Reg Health—Am The. 2023;27:100601.

 3. World Health Organization. WHO Initiative to Stop the Spread of Anoph-
eles stephensi in Africa (No. WHO/UCN/GMP/2022.06). 2022.

 4. Zhao X, Chen F, Feng Z, Li X, Zhou X-H. Characterizing the effect of 
temperature fluctuation on the incidence of malaria: an epidemiologi-
cal study in south-west China using the varying coefficient distributed 
lag non-linear model. Malar J. 2014;13(1):1–10. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ 
1475- 2875- 13- 192.

 5. Blanford JI, Blanford S, Crane RG, et al. Implications of temperature 
variation for malaria parasite development across Africa. Sci Rep. 
2013;3(1):1300. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1038/ srep0 1300.

 6. Elbers ARW, Koenraadt C, Meiswinkel R. Mosquitoes and Culicoides biting 
midges: vector range and the influence of climate change. Rev Sci Tech 
OIE. 2015;34:123–37.

 7. McIntyre KM, Setzkorn C, Hepworth PJ, Morand S, Morse AP, Baylis M. 
Systematic assessment of the climate sensitivity of important human and 
domestic animals pathogens in Europe. Sci Rep. 2017;7(1):7134. https:// 
doi. org/ 10. 1038/ s41598- 017- 06948-9.

 8. Ciota AT, Matacchiero AC, Kilpatrick AM, Kramer LD. The effect of 
temperature on life history traits of Culex mosquitoes. J Med Entomol. 
2014;51:55–62.

 9. Afrane YA, Zhou G, Githeko AK, Yan G. Clinical malaria case definition and 
malaria attributable fraction in the highlands of western Kenya. Malar J. 
2014;13(1):1–7. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ 1475- 2875- 13- 405.

 10. Cator LJ, Thomas S, Paaijmans KP, Ravishankaran S, Justin JA, Mathai MT, 
et al. Characterizing microclimate in urban malaria transmission settings: 
a case study from Chennai. India Malar J. 2013;12(1):1–10. https:// doi. org/ 
10. 1186/ 1475- 2875- 12- 84.

 11. Raghavendra K, Barik TK, Adak T. Development of larval thermotoler-
ance and its impact on adult susceptibility to malathion insecticide 
and Plasmodium vivax infection in Anopheles stephensi. Parasitol Res. 
2010;107:1291–7.

https://power.larc.nasa.gov/data-access-viewer/
https://power.larc.nasa.gov/data-access-viewer/
https://doi.org/10.1186/1475-2875-13-192
https://doi.org/10.1186/1475-2875-13-192
https://doi.org/10.1038/srep01300
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-06948-9
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-06948-9
https://doi.org/10.1186/1475-2875-13-405
https://doi.org/10.1186/1475-2875-12-84
https://doi.org/10.1186/1475-2875-12-84


Page 12 of 12Kripa et al. Parasites & Vectors          (2024) 17:134 

 12. Ohm JR, Baldini F, Barreaux P, Lefevre T, Lynch PA, Suh E, et al. Rethinking 
the extrinsic incubation period of malaria parasites. Parasites Vectors. 
2018;11(1): 1–9. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ s13071- 018- 2761-4.

 13. Thomas S, Ravishankaran S, Justin NAJA, Asokan A, Kalsingh TMJ, Mathai 
MT, et al. Microclimate variables of the ambient environment deliver the 
actual estimates of the extrinsic incubation period of Plasmodium vivax 
and Plasmodium falciparum: a study from a malaria-endemic urban set-
ting Chennai in India. Malar J. 2018;17(1):1–17. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1186/ 
s12936- 018- 2342-1.

 14. Silver JB. Mosquito ecology: field sampling methods. Berlin: Springer sci-
ence & business media; 2007.

 15. Nagpal BN. Indian Anophelines. Lebanon, NH; 1995.
 16. Pratt HD, Barnes RC, Littig KS. Mosquitoes of Public Health Importance 

and Their Control. Centers for Disease Control (CDC). 55.
 17. Stackhouse P. NASA POWER | Data Access Viewer. https:// power. larc. nasa. 

gov/ data- access- viewer/.
 18. Detinova TS. Age-grouping methods in diptera of medical importance: 

with special reference to some vectors of Malaria. J Parasitol. 1962;48:456.
 19. Moshkovsky SD, Rashina MG. Epidemiology and medical parasitology for 

entomologists. Moscow (in Russian, unknown publisher, after Detinova, 
TS Age-grouping methods in Diptera of medical importance with special 
reference to some vectors of malaria. Geneva: WHO; 1962.

 20. Organization. WH. Manual of Practical Entomology in Malaria: Vector 
Bionomics and Organization of Anti-Malaria Activities. 1975.

 21. Ngarakana-Gwasira ET, Bhunu CP, Masocha M, Mashonjowa E. Assessing 
the role of climate change in Malaria transmission in Africa. Malar Res 
Treat. 2016;2016:1–7.

 22. Kim Y-M, Park J-W, Cheong H-K. Estimated effect of climatic variables on 
the transmission of Plasmodium vivax Malaria in the Republic of Korea. 
Environ Health Perspect. 2012;120:1314–9.

 23. Stopard IJ, Churcher TS, Lambert B. Estimating the extrinsic incubation 
period of malaria using a mechanistic model of sporogony. PLoS Comput 
Biol. 2021;17:e1008658.

 24. Noden BH, Kent MD, Beier JC. The impact of variations in temperature 
on early Plasmodium falciparum development in Anopheles stephensi. J 
Parasitol. 1995;111:539–45.

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in pub-
lished maps and institutional affiliations.

https://doi.org/10.1186/s13071-018-2761-4
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12936-018-2342-1
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12936-018-2342-1
https://power.larc.nasa.gov/data-access-viewer/
https://power.larc.nasa.gov/data-access-viewer/

	Impact of climate change on temperature variations and extrinsic incubation period of malaria parasites in Chennai, India: implications for its disease transmission potential
	Abstract 
	Background 
	Methods 
	Results 
	Conclusion 

	Background
	Methods
	Study site and sampling method
	Recording the microclimatic temperature and relative humidity (RH)
	Vector surveillance
	Immature
	Adult

	Data analysis
	Extrinsic incubation period for Plasmodium vivax and P. falciparum

	Results
	Diversity of seasonal temperature profiles in indoor and outdoor environments of different roof types during 2021–2022
	Seasonal variations in temperature and relative humidity across various roof types between 2012–2013 and 2021–2022
	Vector surveillance (2021–2022)
	Difference between macro- and microenvironmental temperature profiles
	Comparison of the daily temperature range in 2012–2013 and 2021–2022
	Variations in the extrinsic incubation period of Plasmodium vivax and P. falciparum across various roof types

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Limitations of the study
	Acknowledgements
	References


